
SECOND SEDERUNT 
 
At the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Friday, June fifth, two thousand and fifteen 
at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment. The Moderator constituted the 
Assembly with prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business, which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. The 
convener noted the agenda for the second sederunt remains the same as that adopted at the first sederunt.  
 

 (cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMISSIONER ORIENTATION 
 
The Principal Clerk presented a commissioner orientation session. The purpose of this session was to help 
commissioners gain a better understanding of common procedural issues that emerge during the sederunts. 
S. Kendall affirmed that the very important task of commissioners at the Assembly is to discern, prayerfully, the 
mind of Christ for the church. He also outlined how the panel discussions would proceed.  
 

PANEL DISCUSSIONS 
 
The Moderator invited the following forward to provide introductory comments regarding Life and Mission Agency 
reports. R.W. Fee (General Secretary – Program Support and Administration; B. Summers (Associate Secretary – 
Communications); G.R. Williams (Associate Secretary – International Ministries); S. Allen (Associate Secretary – 
Justice Ministries), L. Scholey (Convener – Presbyterian World Service and Development Committee). 
Commissioners were invited to ask questions for clarification. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

REPORTS WITHOUT RECOMMENDATIONS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Principal Clerk presented the list of reports without recommendations and explained that they would be 
presented for reception and adoption by one motion at a later sederunt.  
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILLS AND OVERTURES 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Bills and Overtures which, as printed on p. XXX, was 
presented by A. Currie, convener.  
 
Receive and Consider 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
The report was drawn to the attention of the Assembly for consideration at a later sederunt. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ATLANTIC MISSION SOCIETY 
 
The Moderator invited Ms. Bonnie Langille, President of the Atlantic Mission Society, to come forward and speak 
to the report which, as printed on pages XXX–XXX, was received and adopted by the Assembly at a later sederunt 
(p. XXX). Ms. Langille spoke to some of the highlights of the report. She celebrated the fact that almost $700 has 
been raised for the Men’s Offering Project of the Atlantic Teen Challenge Centre in Memramcook, New Brunswick, 
and $2,000 for the New Minister’s Library Fund in Malawi. Ms. Langille noted that membership is down a bit but 
support for mission is still strong in the hearts of the members. 
 

WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
 
The Moderator invited Ms. Susan McLennan, President of the Women’s Missionary Society (WMS), to come 
forward and speak to the report which, as printed on pages XXX–XXX, was received and adopted by the Assembly 
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at a later sederunt (p. XXX). Ms. McLennan reminded the Assembly that the WMS is a community of Christians 
whose purpose is to encourage one another and all members of the church to be involved in local and world mission. 
She noted plans are being made for the next Women’s Gathering in 2017 and indicated subsequent events will take 
place every three years. Ms. McLennan also commented on the difficult decision to close the Book Room in June 
2015. She concluded by saying, “We are on a journey to a hopeful future.” 
 

INTERFAITH VISITOR – MR. CHANDIMA GANGODAWILA 
 
The Moderator called C. Wood forward to welcome and introduce Mr. Chandima Gangodawila, a Theravada 
Buddhist to the Assembly. Mr. Gangodawila described the nature of Karma in Buddhism; the law of moral causation 
and a fundamental doctrine in that religion. He noted the belief that every word and action with intention will cause 
retributions so the Buddhist must be responsible for all words and actions. He said, “For every problem a person 
should look for the cause of the problem not the result. Look for the cause you can solve problems.”   
 

MACLEAN ESTATE COMMITTEE 
 
The Moderator invited R.S Geddes, convener, forward to speak to the Maclean Estate report which, as printed on 
pages XXX–XXX, was received and adopted by the Assembly at a later sederunt. (p. XXX).  
 
R.S. Geddes outlined some of the programs and ministries of Crieff Hills. He noted that the community ministers to 
the broader church by hosting a number of ecumenical events, personal and group retreats as well as by focussing on 
creation care. He said, “For many non-believers who visit the site, this is the only Christian and Presbyterian 
exposure they receive. It has been an absolute delight to be associated with the ministry.” 
 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BUILDING CORPORATION 
 
The Moderator invited the corporation’s chair, Mr. S. Quickert, forward to speak to the report of the Presbyterian 
Church Building Corporation which, as printed on pages XXX–XXX, was received and adopted by the Assembly at 
a later sederunt (p. XXX). Mr. Quickert touched on highlights of the report and spoke of the ways the corporation is 
able to serve the church. He noted that the corporation’s directors are chosen from as many of the synods as possible 
endeavouring to continue a strong relationship with the national church. He introduced general manager, 
Mr. William Collier.  
 

PRESBYTERIAN RECORD INC. 
 
The Moderator invited the corporation’s chair, Mr. Botond Fejes, to come forward to speak to the report of the 
Presbyterian Record which, as printed on pages XXX–XXX, was received and adopted by the Assembly at a later 
sederunt (p. XXX). Mr. Fejes was accompanied by Mr. David Harris, editor and publisher of the periodical. Both 
Mr. Fejes and Mr. Harris drew attention to key elements of the report and encouraged commissioners to be 
subscribers.   
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
J. Hazlet moved, duly seconded, that the agenda of the second sederunt be amended to have the Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Farris speak to the Assembly about the Truth and Reconciliation reports he received on behalf of the denomination.  
Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION REPORT – THE REV. DR. STEPHEN FARRIS 
 
The Rev. Dr. S.C. Farris was invited forward to comment on his recent participation in the final Truth and 
Reconciliation event. Dr. Farris entrusted the report of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee to the care of the 
Moderator. He said, “This is not a proud moment, but as Justice Murray Sinclair said, we are doing better. This is a 
compliment and encouragement to renewed commitment. One has to wonder how a church and a society that knows 
those simple words ‘Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” – let this happen. How did we let our 
five-year-old children be taken from us? This is not just a matter of looking back. Shame is a good thing to face and 
name but it may not be a good thing to carry forward. Can we move beyond the apology to a more fair and just 
future? 94 recommendations have been made to our government and to churches. They are to be carried forward by 
our children and our children’s children. I am grateful to have been present and I am grateful to have had a small 
part in the process. I pass the process on as I have passed the report on. Moderators come and go and we get a lot of 
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the publicity, but I wish to thank Stephen Kendall and the national office staff for they are the ones who have done 
the work.” 
 
The Assembly also agreed to invite Mr. Stephen Kendall to comment on the work of Truth and Reconciliation. He 
said, “I am so grateful to all the Moderators of the past seven years of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
who have represented the church so well. It is a gift to our church that our senior leadership has been so 
knowledgeable and engaged with this process. In 1998, the first week I was on the job (as Principal Clerk) the first 
lawsuit came to our church. It was frightening. I didn’t know what a Residential School was. It has been a learning 
process. One of the wonderful things to happen was for our church and other churches to begin to seriously and 
respectfully listen to survivors – to hear what they have to say to us. With that approach, the government and 
churches were able to reach a settlement agreement. Great hope has emerged even as pain continues. We want to 
have a positive journey going forward. The national event was a time for laughter and solemn reflection. The point 
of hope that I carry is contained in the reports and the call to action that is given to churches. Of the 94 
recommendations in the report, only a few are directed to churches. I hope we take them seriously. There is a focus 
on ongoing reconciliation and education.” 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly with prayer, to meet at the University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Friday, June fifth, two thousand and fifteen at two o’clock in the 
afternoon, of which public intimation was given. 


