
 
ELEVENTH SEDERUNT 

At the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Monday, June eighth, two thousand and 
fifteen at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment. The Moderator constituted 
the Assembly with prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. J. 
Hazlet moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the eleventh sederunt be approved as presented. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE THE RECORDS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Receive and Consider 
A. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 
A. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the minutes of the 2014 Emergent Meeting of the Synod of Quebec and 
Eastern Ontario and the 140th General Assembly be attested as neatly and correctly kept. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 
A. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the minutes of the Synods of the Atlantic Provinces; Quebec and Eastern 
Ontario; Central, Northeastern Ontario and Bermuda; Southwestern Ontario; Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario; 
Saskatchewan; Alberta and the Northwest; and Assembly Council be attested with notes. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 
A. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the 2012 and 2013 minutes of the Synod of British Columbia be submitted for 
attestation to the Commission on Matters Left Uncared For or Omitted. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
A. Mack moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 

 
COMMITTEE ON REMITS 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Remits which, as printed below, was presented by 
A.H.S. Lee, convener. 
 
Receive and Consider 
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1  
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that Remit A, 2014 (p. XXX) become the law of the church and that the Book of 
Forms be amended accordingly. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2  
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that Remit B, 2014 (p. XXX) be adopted as a subordinate standard of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3  
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that Remit C, 2014 (p. XXX) become the law of the church and that the Book of 
Forms be amended accordingly. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
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LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY COMMITTEE (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Ministry and Church Vocations 
 
Consent Recommendation 
Proposed consent recommendations were placed before the Assembly. Commissioners requested that 
Recommendation Nos. 18 and 25 be withdrawn from the consent recommendations. 
 
W. Paterson moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 26 (p. XXX) be adopted by consent. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 18 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 19 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 20 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Defeated. 
 
Recommendation No. 21 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 22 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 23 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 24 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 25 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded.  
 
Amendment 
P.G. Bush moved, duly seconded, that the words “and that the response be commended to presbyteries for study and 
reflection” be added. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 25 as amended was adopted. 
That the prayer of Overture No. 1, 2014 re long-term vacancies and interim moderators be answered in terms of the 
preceding report and that the response be commended to presbyteries for study and reflection.  

 
Minute of Appreciation: The Rev. Dr. Richard W. Fee 
A minute of appreciation for The Rev. Dr. Richard W. Fee, recognizing his retirement as General Secretary of the 
Life and Mission Agency, was presented to the Assembly.  
 
Dr. Fee told the Assembly that the lyrics of the hymn Lead Me Lord accompanied him and sustained him over the 
last 39 years of ministry. “I sincerely thank you for your affirmation of my calls in ministry. I love my work and I 
love this church and, above all, with you, I love Jesus Christ.” 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Paterson, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion 
S. Said moved, duly seconded, that the 141st General Assembly urge individuals, congregations and presbyteries to 
respond to the pressing need for resettlement of vulnerable refugees through sponsorship. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
A.H.S. Lee moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

YOUNG ADULT REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The Assembly called for the report of the Young Adult Representatives. By way of humourous song and skit the 
Young Adult Representatives entertained commissioners with a mock Assembly. They then shared a sample of 
Facebook messages shared amongst the Young Adult Representatives during the Assembly providing insight into 
their thoughts and impressions as they participated in the sederunts. A video of the young people reflecting on their 
experiences at the Assembly and their faith was presented.      
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FACILITATION RE OVERTURES REGARDING HUMAN SEXUALITY (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Recommendation No. 5 as amended 
Discussion continued. 
 
Recommendation No. 5 as amended was adopted as follows: 
That the Committee on Church Doctrine and the Life and Mission Agency (Justice Ministries) prepare a joint study 
guide on the topics of human sexuality, sexual orientation and other related matters raised in the overtures to be 
posted on the church’s website by the end of October, 2015 and that congregations, sessions, presbyteries and 
synods be invited to share the result of their conversation with both the Committee on Church Doctrine and Life and 
Mission Agency (Justice Ministries) prior to March 31, 2016.  
 
Recommendation No. 6 (p. XXX) was moved by R.I. Shaw, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 7 (p. XXX) was moved by R.I. Shaw, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion 
C.J. Fensham moved, duly seconded that, the General Assembly ask the Moderator to write a pastoral letter to all 
congregations, presbyteries and synods of The Presbyterian Church in Canada inviting all to: 

1. Maintain unity in the bond of peace while debating and studying the full inclusion of LGBT people within 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

2. Treat one another with profound and mutual respect and integrity despite differences in biblical 
interpretation and perspective. 

3. Be particularly sensitive and gracious to all who are vulnerable and might despair as a result of such 
deliberations. Adopted. 
 

Additional Motion 
C.J. Fensham moved, duly seconded, that the General Assembly express it deep thanks to the Rev. Dr. Kevin 
Livingston, the Rev. Dr. Patricia Dutcher-Walls, and the Rev. Dr. Dale Woods for their guidance, design and 
leadership in facilitating gracious and prayerful conversation on the issues raised re overtures re: full inclusion of 
LGBT people in The Presbyterian Church in Canada. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
R.I. Shaw moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH DOCTRINE (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Recommendation No. 4 (p. XXX) was moved by R.I Shaw, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion 
A. MacLeod moved, duly seconded, that the Committee on Church Doctrine be encouraged to add the Rev. Jinsook 
Khang as a member at the first available opportunity. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
R.I. Shaw moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE RE OVERTURE NO. 34, 2015  
RE PREPARE A STATEMENT RE END OF LIFE ISSUES (cont’d from p. XXX)  

 
Receive and Consider 
P.M Stewart moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Definition of terms 
The definitions provided here are from the Acts and Proceedings of the 122nd General Assembly of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada (1996) as defined by the Faith and Witness Commission of the Canadian Council of 
Churches of which The Presbyterian Church in Canada is a member. 
 
Euthanasia: 
Euthanasia is deliberately killing someone by action or omission, with or without that person’s consent, for 
compassionate reasons.  
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Euthanasia does not include:  
Withholding or withdrawing medical treatment when its burdens on the dying person outweigh it benefits;  
giving drugs to relieve pain, even if the unintended effect is to shorten life;  
respecting a person’s refusal of treatment or request to discontinue treatment. 
 
The Special Committee, in reviewing the material from previous General Assemblies noted that the church has 
generally spoken on this sensitive topic of euthanasia or physician assisted death in response to actions of the 
Government of Canada, or of the Supreme Court of Canada. The Committee has reviewed the statements that have 
been made by The Presbyterian Church in Canada, and provides this summary. 
 
1968  
In 1968 the Government of Canada was considering the repeal of section 213 of the Criminal Code of Canada and 
by so doing would decriminalize the act of attempted suicide. The Presbyterian Church in Canada responded with a 
statement supporting the decriminalizing of attempted suicide. In so doing the church recognized that,  
 
“Suicide cannot be excused or justified, since to take a life is a matter for God only and not for man himself. 
However, German theologian Karl Barth said that we must go on at once to say that even suicide in the sense of 
self-murder ‘is not as such an unforgiveable sin.’”  
 
1982 
In 1982, a study booklet on euthanasia was produced by the Board of Congregational Life, outlining the position of 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada at that time.  
 
1994 
After investigating the context of the time, in 1994 the Life and Mission Agency made a more extensive report to the 
120th General Assembly. It included “Patient Issues, Healthcare Issues, Family Issues and Ministry with the 
Terminally Ill” and stated the appropriateness of the church again entering the debate. The report concluded that,  
 
“The Christian stewardship of life requires us to preserve and care for that life. Suffering does not destroy the 
meaning of life nor, does it necessarily obliterate hope. Even in the most difficult circumstances, witness can be 
made to this meaning and hope, both by the dying and by those who attend them.” 
 
1995 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, after reflection on both the personal and social aspects of euthanasia, and in 
light of the Latimer case which raised questions about euthanasia in the context of chronic illness of a dependent, 
presented another update. In anticipation of a free vote in the Federal Parliament on the matter of “euthanasia and 
physician assisted suicide” the update defined what it means to die with dignity.  
 
“It means to live as fully as possible until death. For the faith community it involves a willingness to participate in 
what Paul Lehman calls “the politics of God,” which means acting on behalf of the terminally ill to ensure that 
everything possible is done to make and to keep human life human. And it means that the faithful will surround the 
terminally ill with love and support at the time of dying. To die with dignity is to accept our creaturely limitations. 
To acknowledge the sovereignty of God and the lordship of the Son in life and death is to affirm that there is a 
greater good than simple survival and to give up what has been called “biological idolatry”. 
 
In the fall of 1995, Dr. George Tattrie contributed to a brief study guide that was made available to every 
congregation within The Presbyterian Church in Canada.  
 
1996 
The most recent statement is found in the Acts and Proceedings of the 122nd General Assembly (1996). Together 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ at the Canadian Council of Churches, The Presbyterian Church in Canada 
concluded that,  
 
“Christian thought through the ages has always understood that life is entrusted to us by God. Similar to views 
reflected in other religious traditions, life is seen as something larger than any person’s “ownership” of it and, 
therefore, is not our’s to discard. Canadian Council of Churches member churches do not accept the legalization of 
euthanasia or assisted suicide.” 
 
2015 
It has now been 18 years since the church’s latest statement on euthanasia and physician assisted death. Our world 
has continued to change along with the language we use for this issue. The Province of Quebec has enacted 
legislation that grants residents of the Province the right to “medical aid in dying”, and the Supreme Court of 
Canada has struck down the criminal code prohibition against physician assisted death and has left the Government 
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of Canada with one year to enact legislation concerning physician assisted death. Both the Quebec legislation and 
the proposed Federal Government legislation makes the criteria for physician assisted death very narrow. This 
remains an important matter of faith and life for The Presbyterian Church in Canada, and for many other people of 
faith. At issue is the balance of the autonomy and the dignity of the individual, and the sanctity of human life under 
God. The Committee believes that there is a need for ongoing deep and prayerful consideration of this most difficult 
and sensitive issue, and that the church needs to enter into the conversation bringing its unique perspective on 
matters of life, death, and quality of life as followers of Christ.  
 
This is a challenging issue, as many who have sat at the bedside of a loved one and watched their quality of life slip 
away well know. While we have our church’s historic statements on euthanasia and the important role of the 
medical community in end of life care, there remains a need for further prayerful consideration under the promised 
guidance and illumination of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Therefore the Special Committee re Overture No. 34 – End of Life Issues, humbly submits these recommendations 
for the consideration of the 141st General Assembly. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 
P.M Stewart moved, duly seconded, that the Committee on Church Doctrine undertake a study of the issue of 
physician assisted death and report to a future Assembly. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 
P.M Stewart moved, duly seconded, that this report be adopted as a brief summary of the church’s historical 
statements and position on euthanasia and physician assisted death. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 
P.M Stewart moved, duly seconded, that the Moderator write a letter of pastoral concern regarding the complexity of 
end of life issues to accompany this summary and that the summary and the letter be circulated to each session and 
congregation of the denomination as a resource in conversations on this complex and sensitive matter. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 4 
P.M Stewart moved, duly seconded, that this report and its recommendations be the response of the 141st General 
Assembly to Overture No. 34, 2015. Adopted. 
 
Additional Motion 
P.G. Bush moved, duly seconded, that the 141st General Assembly express appreciation to the Special Committee re 
End of Life Issues working under time constraints that they had. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
P.M Stewart moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Student Representatives. The Moderator invited each student to address 
the Assembly. 
 
Vancouver School of Theology – Janet Taylor 
On behalf of the students of St. Andrew’s Hall, Ms. Taylor expressed heartfelt thanks to the Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 
for the many ways he helped prepare them for ministry. She also welcomed the Rev. Dr. Robert Paul to the school.  
She noted that attending the General Assembly as a student has been a powerful experience.  
 
Knox College – W. Corrie Stewart 
Mr. Stewart said that attending the Assembly had been a very valuable experience which has enhanced his 
preparation for ministry. “For me these last few days have been a time of listening to and respecting the opinions of 
those from across the country. The discussions of the last few days have not been easy, especially those regarding 
human sexuality. There is no doubt that these discussions will continue to be difficult. I expect these discussions to 
be conducted in an atmosphere of love and peace.  
 
The Presbyterian College – David Sturtevant 
Mr. Sturtevant said, “I think that the kingdom of God is like a student speaking in front of a room of teachers. The only 
voice we are interested in is God’s alone. My table group had some diverse opinions. The point I want to emphasize is 
that we all have a desire for the leading of the Holy Spirit in our church and a desire that it is this leading we will 
pursue. I want to encourage us with this passage of scripture, ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search and you will 
find; knock and he door will be opened for you.’ I know we will given all those things we are seeking.”    
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COURTESIES AND LOYAL ADDRESSES 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Courtesies and Loyal Addresses which was presented by 
J. Harrison, a member of the committee.  
 
Receive and Consider  
J. Harrison moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Courtesies 
 
We, the Commissioners of the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, give thanks for 
God’s enlivening presence and leading over these five days as together we prayed, sang, listened, debated, enjoyed 
friendship, and warm hospitality while “Imagining the Kingdom”. 
 
On behalf of the Assembly, the Committee on Courtesies and Loyal Addresses wishes to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to the Presbytery of Westminster, St. Andrew’s Hall, Kerrisdale Church, the Vancouver Taiwanese 
Church, the staff at the University of British Columbia and Bernard Coram, convener of the Local Arrangements 
Committee and all who served on this committee. All of your kindness, hard work and freely given time have 
ensured that each commissioner was well provided for during the Assembly. The Sunday evening dinner cruise, and 
the opening dinner provided by the Presbytery of Western Han-Ca, highlighted for us both the beauty of this place 
and the goodness of its people. 
 
We thank all who offered their gifts in leading worship during our time together. Through each prayer, song, 
Scripture reading, sermon, sacrament and blessing, the body of Christ was built up and the glory of God shown more 
brightly. We celebrate the variety of ages and gifts offered in Christ’s name. 
 
We give grateful thanks to God for our Moderator, the Rev. Karen Horst whose broad smile, thoughtful prayers, and 
strong leadership have helped to nurture an open and respectful atmosphere where our work was carried out with 
careful efficiency. We pray God’s blessing on you and your family as you continue to represent The Presbyterian 
Church in Canada in the coming year. 
 
We express our thanks and appreciation to the General Assembly Office for their months of planning, ongoing 
support, endless patience and effective leadership which contributes to the smooth-running of our meetings. 
 
We thank all of our technical people whose skill allowed commissioners to enjoy excellent audiovisuals and share 
our deliberations with interested Canadians from coast to coast. 
 
We are grateful for every commissioner, and the unique contribution of each one who responded to God’s call by 
offering their time, their prayers and their gifts in God’s service. May our Triune God continue to use the decisions 
of the 141st General Assembly both for the glory of God and the good of the world. 
 
Loyal Addresses 
 
To Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, Queen of Canada 
We, the commissioners of the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
meeting at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, June 4–8, 2015, send to you loyal 
greetings and sincere congratulations on the recent birth last month of your new great granddaughter, Princess 
Charlotte. 
 
We give thanks to God for your devoted and compassionate leadership as our constitutional Head of State. We are 
grateful for your personal faith and service to God, which finds expression both in your life and in your duties. The 
Venerable General Assembly prays God’s continued blessings upon you, your husband, His Royal Highness Prince 
Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh and the whole Royal Family.  
 
To His Excellency, the Right Honourable David Johnston, Governor General of Canada 
We, the commissioners of the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
meeting at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, June 4–8, 2015 send greetings to you. 
 
We are grateful for your leadership and pray for God’s continuing guidance and protection as you fulfill all the 
responsibilities of your office. May God’s richest blessing be yours, gracing you with wisdom, mercy and peace 
upon both you and your family. 
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To the Right Honourable, Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada 
We, the commissioners of the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
meeting at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, June 4–8, 2015, send greetings to you 
and your family, your ministers and the Parliament of Canada, our most respectful greetings and prayers. 
 
Highlights of our discussions included a concern for the crisis of refugees in our world, the persecution of 
Christians, the effects of climate change and the full implementation of the final recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.  
 
We pray that God’s grace will sustain and guide you and the other members of the Parliament with wisdom and 
courage to be leaders of courage, justice and peace. 
 
To the Honourable, Christy Clarke, Premier of British Columbia 
We, the commissioners of the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
meeting at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, June 4–8, 2015 send greetings, to you 
and the members of the British Columbia Legislature, as we meet in your beautiful province. We thank God for your 
dedication and service to this province. We also pray that God will grant wisdom and integrity as you fulfill the 
responsibilities of your office. 
 
To Chief Wayne Sparrow and Mr. Henry Charles of the Musqueam First Nation 
We, the commissioners of the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
meeting at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, June 4–8, 2015 send greetings, to you 
and to members of the Musqueam First Nation. We are grateful for the warmth of your welcome to your traditional 
lands at our opening service on June 4th and look forward with hope and prayer to the full implementation of the 
final recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  
 
To His Worship Gregor Robertson, Mayor of Vancouver 
We, the commissioners of the Venerable, the 141st General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
meeting at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, June 4–8, 2015 send greetings, to you 
and members of the City of Vancouver Council.  
 
We pray that God will grant you wisdom as you serve the people of this beautiful city on Canada’s west coast with 
justice and compassion. 
 
Report as a Whole 
J. Harrison moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 

 
COMMISSION RE MATTERS LEFT UNCARED FOR OR OMITTED 

 
L. de Bruijn moved, duly seconded, that the Commission of Matters Left Uncared For or Omitted, consisting of the 
Moderator of the 141st General Assembly and the Clerks of Assembly, be established until the 142nd General 
Assembly. Adopted. 
 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
D. Krunys moved, duly seconded that the minutes of the first eight sederunts be adopted as presented subject to 
correction, and that the minutes of the remaining sederunts be taken as read and adopted subject to correction. 
Adopted. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Report as a Whole  
The business of the Assembly having been completed, J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be 
adopted. Adopted. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The business being finished and announcements having been made, the Moderator entertained a motion to adjourn. 
It was moved by D. Krunys duly seconded and adopted, that the 141st General Assembly adjourn. The Assembly 
joined in the singing of the One Hundred Twenty-Second Psalm. The Moderator led the Assembly in prayer. She 
then said: “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only King and Head of the Church, and by the authority of this 
Assembly, I now dissolve this Assembly and appoint another General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada to meet in Toronto, Ontario, on the third day of June, in the year of our Lord, two thousand and sixteen, at 
one o’clock in the afternoon local time.  


