
SIXTH SEDERUNT 
 
At Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Ontario, on Sunday, June first, two thousand and fourteen at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment. The Moderator constituted the Assembly with prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J.F. Loach, convener. 
J. Eastwood moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the sixth sederunt be approved as presented. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw which was presented by 
H.K. Stright, convener.  
 
A.M. Clarke moved, duly seconded, that the following commissioners be granted leave to withdraw. S.M. Anderson 
(Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew) from the first sederunt, P. Baek (Presbytery of Calgary-MacLeod) from the fifth 
sederunt, A. Oku (Presbytery of West Toronto), A.P. Thompson (Presbytery of Huron-Perth) from the seventh 
sederunt, A. Jones (Presbytery of Kingston), D.G. Cooper (Presbytery of Lindsay-Peterborough), L.L. Heron 
(Presbytery of Calgary-MacLeod), M.B. MacKay (Presbytery of Halifax-Lunenberg), M. Fraser (Presbytery of 
Central Alberta) from the eighth sederunt. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
A.M. Clark moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

GUESTS – DR. RACHAD ANTONIUS AND DR. WALID EL KHACHAB 
 
The Moderator called forward C. Wood and the Rev. Samy Said, minister at the Arabic Presbyterian Church of 
Montreal and member of the Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee, to introduce Dr. Rachad Antonius and 
Dr. Walid El Khachab. Dr. Antonius is a specialist of the Middle-East, and a frequent resource person on national 
television news channels. He presently teaches Sociology at the Université du Québec à Montréal and is the Deputy-
director of its Research Chair on Immigration, Ethnicity and Citizenship. After founding the Arabic Studies program 
at Concordia University in 2004, Dr. El Khachab joined York University in 2007 and is currently Associate 
Professor and Coordinator of Arabic Studies. He is also the co-director of the Arab Canadian Studies Research 
Group, based at the University of Ottawa. 
 
Dr. Antonius explained that the majority of Egyptians are Muslim with about 10% of the population consisting of 
Coptic and other Christians. He described some of the religious and political tensions in that nation. Many Coptic 
Christians long for a guarantee of freedom of religion for all faiths. Having endured a degree of persecution, many 
Coptic Christians believe an effective way to deal with tensions is through the notion of citizenship. They believe 
the best political solution would be for all citizens to be guaranteed freedom of religion. Dr. El Khachab noted that 
Christians are not the only minority in Egypt. He said that women, also considered a minority, are often 
discriminated against. “One of the interesting things about the revolution in Egypt, even though still in process, is 
that we are witnessing the birth of something that unites all Christians as citizens. We are constructing a civilization 
where everyone is accepted even if people are of a different faith, gender or political position.” 
 
The Moderator thanked both speakers for their presentations. 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE 139TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RE THE OPTIONAL ELIMINATION OF SYNODS (cont’d from p. XXX) 

 
Recommendation No. 1 
Discussion resumed. 
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Amendment 
R. Farris moved, duly seconded, that synods, presbyteries and sessions be asked to study and report on this report 
and be encouraged to make other suggestions on how the church might reorganize the work of synods in a more 
efficient and effective way. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 as amended, was adopted as follows: 
That synods, presbyteries and sessions be asked to study and report on this report and be encouraged to make other 
suggestions on how the church might reorganize the work of synods in a more efficient and effective way and report 
to the Special Committee re the Optional Elimination of Synods by January 31, 2015. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
J.R. Bannerman moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

COMMITTEE ON CHURCH DOCTRINE (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Recommendation No. 1 
Discussion resumed. 
 
Amendment 
R. Clare moved, duly seconded, that the words “to continue” be inserted after the words “be directed”. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 as amended was adopted as follows: 
That the theological colleges of our church or the Elders’ Institute be directed to continue to develop suitable 
training materials to assist presbyteries to prepare ruling elders under the authority of presbyteries to administer the 
Sacraments in certain circumstances in which a minister is not available. Adopted.  
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Hong duly seconded. 
 
Motion to Refer 
S. Kendall moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 3 and its report be referred to sessions and presbyteries 
for study and report to the Committee on Church Doctrine by January 31, 2015. Defeated. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 was adopted. 
 
Dissent 
T.B. Little asked that his dissent regarding Recommendation No. 3 be recorded with reasons given as follows: This 
goes directly against the teaching of the Reformation and the Westminster Confession of Faith, cheapens the 
sacrament, and is born, not of theological reflection but desperation at the difficulties faced by remote 
congregations. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Hong, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Dissent 
T.B. Little asked that his dissent, regarding Recommendation No. 2 be recorded with reasons given as follows: This 
goes directly against the teaching of the Reformation and the Westminster Confession of Faith, cheapens the 
sacrament, and is born, not of theological reflection but desperation at the difficulties faced by remote 
congregations. 
 
Recommendation No. 4 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Hong, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 5 (p. XXX) was moved by J. Khang, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 6 (p. XXX) was moved by W. Hong, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
W. Hong moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
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ASSEMBLY COUNCIL (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Recommendation No. 9 
Discussion resumed. 
 
Committee of the Whole 
S. Kendall moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly resolve itself into a committee of the whole. Adopted. 
 
Rise from the Committee of the Whole. 
On rising from the Committee of the Whole discussion resumed on Recommendation No. 9. 
 
Immediate Vote 
J.R. Lackie duly, seconded, that the Assembly take an immediate vote. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 9 was defeated. 
Two commissioners requested that the state of the vote be recorded in the minutes. The Moderator announced the 
vote as 90 in favour and 112 opposed. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Principal Clerk announced that the minutes of the second, third and fourth sederunts were available for 
distribution. 
 

 (cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly with prayer, to meet at Wilfrid Laurier 
University, Waterloo, Ontario, on Monday, June second, two thousand and fourteen at nine-thirty o’clock in the 
morning, of which public intimation was given. 
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