
 
SIXTH SEDERUNT 

At the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Saturday, June sixth, two thousand and 
fifteen at two o’clock in the afternoon, the Assembly met pursuant to adjournment. The Moderator constituted the 
Assembly with prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. J. 
Hazlett moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the sixth sederunt be approved as presented. Adopted. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

COMMITTEE ON THE ROLL AND LEAVE TO WITHDRAW (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on the Roll and Leave to Withdraw which was presented by 
G.D.T. Brown, convener.  
 
G.D.T. Brown moved, duly seconded, that A.R.N Mathers (Presbytery of Oak Ridges) be granted leave to withdraw 
from the 8th sederunt. Adopted. 

 
 (cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
THE REV. DR. TONY PLOMP – DEPUTY CLERK 

 
The Rev. Dr. Tony Plomp, Deputy Clerk of the General Assembly, addressed the Assembly by way of a video 
presentation recorded on Thursday, June 4, 2015. Dr. Plomp said the following:  
 
“Moderator, members of Assembly, colleagues and friends: 
 
I stand before you as one who is profoundly grateful. I am grateful for the gift of life and for all the ways our Lord 
has led me. I am thankful for the fact that this same Lord directed our family’s path to a little group of people who 
met on Sunday evenings for worship at the Masonic Hall in Haney. It was there, through the ministry of the late 
Rev. Murdo Pollock that I had the call to ministry and the rest, as they say, is history. So, as I think back over the 
years, my heart overflows with thanksgiving: grateful for family, friends, colleagues and all the ways the Lord has 
led me. 
 
Every facet of life has its own challenges, struggles, and victories. I had hoped to continue as Clerk of Assembly as 
long as the Lord gave me strength and as long as the Assembly saw fit to appoint me. However, at the end of 
February it became clear God had other plans for me. After months of tests and investigations it became clear I had 
stage 4 cancer which meant that the disease was incurable. 
 
Some years ago I hesitated becoming involved with Facebook. Too gossipy. A waste of time – a temptation no good 
Calvinist should succumb to! Now I am glad I did. When I announced my situation I received hundreds upon 
hundreds of good wishes and truly sincerely expressed prayers for my family and myself. I want to thank you all – 
some of you are here – and those who visited me to sit with me, to hear me out, to pray with me in ways that lifted 
my spirit and whose “I will pray for you” was not a pro forma statement but a promise fulfilled. 
 
I also want to thank my “clerky colleagues” with whom I have worked since I was appointed Clerk in 1988. As one 
who has often despaired of the fact that we apparently can’t get along very well in the courts of the church, I 
marvelled at how the three Clerks, all so different in temperament and personality and even theological perspectives, 
got along so well as individuals and presented our work to the Assembly in such a way that much of that work was 
adopted by the church. I learned from each Clerk and delighted in working with Earl Roberts, Doug Lowery, Tom 
Gemmell, Barbara McLean, and my present companions in service, Stephen Kendall and Don Muir. Although each 
Clerk became a friend, my relationship with Stephen and Don has become and is special, partly due to the fact that 
the three of us have served longer together than any other recent clerks. 
 
I wish to return briefly to the reality of our collegiality over these past 20 years. It has been amazing to me how 
through our prayers, our willingness to listen to each other, and to place our work under the guidance of Scripture 
and the illumination of the Holy Spirit that the work the Clerks have presented has in many cases aided and 
enhanced the ministry of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
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My task is now almost complete. I do not know how much time the Lord will allow me to be among you. But I face 
the future with curiosity and confidence. 
 
As a child I was taught the Heidelberg Catechism and its first question and answer is the one that has been in my 
mind many a time these past few months. I remember my father sitting beside my bed and teaching me. As a child 
you don’t remember much. This I do remember. The question, ‘What is your only comfort (strength) in life and in 
death?’ And the answer to that first question: ‘My only comfort in life and in death is that I belong – body and soul – 
to my faithful saviour Jesus Christ.’ There is more to that answer, but it is enough: I belong to a loving God. I 
belong to one who sets high standards but forgives when I fail. And I belong to you and to all who name the name of 
Christ – that great company of the saints who from their labours rest. So I do not enter the mystery alone but with all 
who have loved and served the Lord in their time and generation. 
 
May the Lord’s presence be known to you in this Assembly and His will be done.” 
 

GUESTS – MS. JANET DENCH AND MS. LOLY RICO 
 
The Moderator called forward Ms. Janet Dench, Executive Director and Ms. Loly Rico, President of the Canadian 
Council for Refugees. The council was named the 2015 recipient of the E.H. Johnson Award for work on the 
“Cutting Edge of Mission”.  
 
Ms. Loly Rico brought greetings on behalf of the Canadian Council for Refugees. She said, “Thank you for the E.H. 
Johnson Award. I thank you for the lunch. It felt like a family welcoming. I came to Canada 25 years ago. I am alive 
because of the Canadian Council of Refugees.” Ms. Rico referred to Archbishop Óscar Romero as a model for us. 
“He witnessed human rights abuses and fought against oppression. He saved the oppressed. For that, he was 
assassinated by those who wanted to silence the voice of the voiceless. The Canadian Council of Refugees has 
become the voice of the voiceless. As Christians, we are proud to protect refugees.” 
 

ECUMENICAL GUEST – ARCHPRIEST REV. FATHER KEGHART GARABEDIAN 
 
The Moderator called forward C. Wood to welcome and introduce to the Assembly Archpriest Rev. Father Keghart 
Garabedian of the Armenian Apostolic Church of British Columbia.  
 
Father Garabedian said, “I would like to offer you some information about one of the ancient nations, Armenians, 
and their homeland, which is mentioned in the Old Testament, 2 Kings 19:37 and Isaiah 37:38 as the land of Ararat. 
In the first century, after the ascension, two disciples of our Lord, St. Thaddeus in 43 AD and St. Bartholomew in 
66 AD, travelled to Armenia, preached the God-given teaching of our Lord and, consequently, were martyred there. 
During the reign of King Tiridates III, the King and his royal court were baptized and Christianity was declared the 
state religion in 301 AD. In 403 AD, a monk named St. Mesrob Mashods invented the Armenian alphabet and three 
years later the Old and New Testaments were translated into the Armenian language and called Asdvadzashoonch 
which means “breath of God”. The conversion of Armenia to Christianity has been a central component in the 
development of our culture. If you visit Armenia, I dare say, you might not find a Christian nation or country that 
has so many churches, chapels or monasteries. With God’s grace, after 70 years of suffering under the Soviet Union 
atheist regime, now Armenia is an independent country. Christianity has started to flourish. I am a survivor and 
grandson of an Armenian family that was deported during the 1915 genocide. It is very sad that today’s Turkish 
government does not want to recognize the atrocity committed by the Ottoman Turks and its predecessors against 
the Armenian Christians. On the Armenian genocide centennial we pray that God give endurance and help to all 
who are in pain, suffering or experiencing injustice.” 
 

FACILIATION OF OVERTURES REGARDING HUMAN SEXUALITY (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
Committee of the Whole 
A.R.N. Mathers moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to engage in 
a process of reflection regarding matters related to human sexuality and sexual orientation. Adopted. 
 
The Moderator explained the listening group process, “gathering voices”. Feedback will be given to the Life and 
Mission Agency and the Committee on Church Architecture and used during the year of conversation and 
discernment. The Rev. Dr. H. Glen Davis, the Rev. Glenn E. Inglis and the Rev. Dr. Carol Wood were named as 
chaplains to provide assistance to table groups as required. 
 
Rise from Committee of the Whole 
M.R. McLennan moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly rise from the Committee of the Whole. Adopted. 
 

 (cont’d on p. XXX)  
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CLERKS OF ASSEMBLY 
 

The Assembly called for the report of the Clerks of Assembly which, as printed on p. XXX, was presented by 
D.G.A. Muir. 
 
Receive and Consider 
A. Currie, moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Consent Recommendation 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 4 (p. XXX) and 5 (p. XXX) be adopted by consent. 
Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 (p. XXX) was moved by D.R. Laity, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by D.R. Laity, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by D.R. Laity, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 6 (p. XXX) was moved by D.R. Laity, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE 139TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
RE THE OPTIONAL ELIMINATION OF SYNODS 

 
The Assembly called for the report of the Special Committee of the 139th General Assembly re the optional 
elimination of Synods which, as printed on p. XXX, was presented by G.S. Malcolm, convener. 
 
Receive and Consider 
G.S. Malcolm, moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 (p. XXX) was moved by G.S. Malcolm, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by G.S. Malcolm, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by G.S. Malcolm, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 4 (p. XXX) was moved by G.S. Malcolm, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
G.S. Malcolm moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 

 
Special Committee re the Optional Elimination of Synods – Dissolved 
L. de Bruijn moved, duly seconded, that the Special Committee re the Optional Elimination of Synods be dissolved 
with thanks. Adopted. 
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee on Business which was presented by J. Hazlett, convener. 
J. Hazlett moved, duly seconded, that the agenda for the sixth sederunt be amended by deferring the report of the 
Committee of Church Doctrine and to allow for the presentation of minutes. Adopted. 

 
(cont’d on p. XXX) 

 
ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH RELATIONS COMMITTEE (cont’d from p. XXX) 

 
Recommendation No. 2, as amended – discussion resumed. 
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Recommendation No. 2, as amended, read as follows: 
That the terms of reference of the Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee be changed to add the following 
point: “to encourage Presbyterians to acknowledge, understand and appreciate the strengths of other faith traditions, 
and to help Presbyterians to live in good relationship with persons who belong to other religions.”  
 
Amendment 
W.S. McAndless moved, duly seconded, that the words “who belong to other religions” with “of other spiritual 
belief including those who see themselves as spiritual but not religious.” Defeated. 
 
Recommendation No. 2, as amended, was adopted as follows. 
That the terms of reference of the Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee be changed to add the following 
point: “to encourage Presbyterians to acknowledge, understand and appreciate the strengths of other faith traditions, 
and to help Presbyterians to live in good relationship with persons who belong to other religions.”  
 
Dissent 
D.J. Shute asked that his dissent regarding Recommendation No. 2 be recorded with reasons given as follows: Those 
who identify themselves as “spiritual not religious” nevertheless constitute an alternative faith since they hold a 
number of beliefs in common (ie the necessity of mediation). The Ecumenical and Interfaith Committee is a natural 
venue to explore this new faith.  
 
W.S. McAndless asked that his dissent regarding Recommendation No. 2 be recorded with reasons given as follows: 
I wish to record my dissent regarding the defeat of the amendment to the second recommendation of the Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Relations Committee report. In the debate over my amendment, there were certain points that were 
made that I feel must be answered. It was said that our discussions with the group of people in Canadian society who 
see themselves as spiritual but not religion as a matter of evangelism and not interfaith dialogue. I disagree. This is 
what was said not too long ago when it came to discussions with Muslims or Buddhists or other religious groups. 
We have since learned that this was a very flawed approach and that any dialogue must take place in an environment 
of respect, appreciation and understanding of the beliefs of the other. How can it be any different in our discussions 
with our “spiritual but not religious” neighbours? It was said that this committee is only set up to dialogue with 
organized faith groups and so can do nothing about engaging such a disorganized and uncohesive group. I would say 
that, if that is what stands in the way, then it is time to change our approach. Organized religion is quickly going the 
way of the dodo in Canadian society. If we do not learn how to engage with unorganized faith groups we will be 
totally cut out of a vital interfaith dialogue before we know it. It was said that this kind of dialogue is best carried 
out by individual Christians in our congregations. I agree. But if that dialogue is to take place with respect and 
understanding of the belief system of the people we are talking to, the people in our congregations will need much 
help and guidance. Who will give them that guidance if not Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, then who? That 
final question is not rhetorical. I am seeking some guidance. 
 
Additional Motion 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that the Moderator be asked to extend the greetings of the 2015 General Assembly 
to the United Church of Canada on the occasion of their 90th anniversary. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
A. Currie moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES (cont’d from p. XXX) 
 
The Principal Clerk announced that the minutes of the fourth sederunt were available for distribution. 
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly with prayer, to meet at the University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, on Saturday, June sixth, two thousand and fifteen at seven o’clock 
in the evening, of which public intimation was given. 
 
 


