
Rainbow Communion* is a special committee
formed by the 2017 General Assembly that has
been empowered to invite LGBTQI people to tell
stories of harm done to them within and by the
church, and to share their stories of God’s grace
experienced by them in Christian ministry.
Those who wish to share their stories will be
encouraged to do so by whatever means is 
best for them (orally, in writing or through face-
to-face conversations). Rainbow Communion
Listening Spaces will receive stories from 
May 15, 2018 until June 15, 2019.

Rainbow Communion is working hard to
ensure that a confidential, safe, affirming and
respectful space is created for people to share
their experiences. The Committee will report 
to future General Assemblies and recommend
concrete actions to address and respond to
homophobia in the church. The name “Rainbow
Communion” was selected by the committee to
intentionally reflect its mandate and purpose.

*Rainbow as a symbol of God’s promise, has its origin in
the biblical covenant with Noah and his family. It is also a
term or symbol often used to represent the inclusion of the
full diversity of people and emphasizing the inclusion of
persons who identify as sexual and/or gender minorities.

Communion is central to our life as Christians and in a
broader sense reflects the sharing or exchanging of intimate
thoughts and feelings, especially when the exchange is on
a mental or spiritual level. 

Rainbow Communion
Listening Committee

LGBTQI is an acronym
currently used to refer to
people whose sexual
orientation is not heterosexual
and/or whose gender identity
does not conform either to
binary male/female categories
or the “assigned” gender at
birth. LGBTQI is an acronym 
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer or
Questioning, Intersex.

Visit the Rainbow Communion web page at
presbyterian.ca/listening. To arrange to share
your experiences with Rainbow Communion, 
use the confidential email address or phone
extension: rainbowcommunion@presbyterian.ca
or 1-800-619-7301 ext. 300.
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