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Ms. Nora Sanders, General Secretary of the General
Council of the United Church of Canada (UCC),
addressed the Assembly, bringing greetings and
speaking about the strong connections between the
two denominations.

Ms. Sanders explained that one of the key changes
happening at the UCC right now is a comprehensive
review, with the goal of examining processes and
developing improvements to sustain the leadership
of the church. “We have a complex structure,” Ms.
Sanders said, explaining that many people in
congregations struggle to connect to operations at
the national church office. “I think we’ll find better
ways of doing things,” she said.

However, Ms. Sanders explained that changing
structures is not enough. “We have to find ways to
share the good news of our faith and the hope we
find in Jesus Christ with a world that is increasingly
secular. People are hungry for that sense of meaning
we can offer.”

The challenge is to find ways to share those
messages with the next generation in ways that are
meaningful and in ways that connect. “There are
many ways we can experience Christ in our world,
and we can be creative. . . We have wisdom in the
scriptures that is too good not to share.”

“I appreciate the many ways our two denominations
work together,” Ms. Sanders said, and specifically
mentioned the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission’s work to bring healing in the wake of
the Aboriginal residential schools. Ms. Sanders said it
is “very humbling work. I think humility is an essential
part of transformation.”

God is working in us and among us. “Let us open our
eyes to the ways Christ is working in our world
today,” Ms. Sanders said. “Blessings to this
Assembly.”

As part of the consent agenda, a recommendation was
passed that the theological principles articulated to the
church in its ongoing journey with Aboriginal people,
and that the prayer of Overture No. 19, 2011, regarding
theological framework for Aboriginal Spirituality, be

answered in terms of the report of the Conversation
Circle. The Rev. Dr. John Vissers presented the report
and explained that it reflects the dialogue of the group
and the outcomes. 
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Dr. Vissers pointed out that this report represents the
continuation of an important and ongoing conversation
in our church, opening the space and creating the
framework in which we as a church continue to journey
with our Aboriginal sisters and brothers. He explained
that the report provides the theological framework and
the principals with which to move forward.

The Rev. Mary Fontaine, director of Hummingbird
Ministries, was unable to join via Skype as hoped,
however some of her comments were read, including a
note that some Aboriginal practices, such as smudging,

may have a place within Christian worship.

“I’m concerned that sometimes we expect Aboriginal
people to be like us,” said one commissioner,
suggesting that perhaps it is time we engage in ways
that are more conducive to Aboriginal cultures and
practices.

It is the hope of the Conversation Circle members that
this discussion will continue as we move forward as
followers of Jesus Christ, and as we listen to and
attend to the concerns of our Aboriginal friends.

Anita Van Nest – Commissioner from the Presbytery of
Oak Ridges and student representative from Knox
College said, “I thank you for sharing your stories of
faith from the past and the present and I look forward
to our blessed future—one with God and each other.”

Todd Nelson – student representative from
Presbyterian College, commented on his time at
Assembly: “We are a people committed to being the
church together… The commitment to discerning the
leading of the spirit together has been something I
have found to be most encouraging… I am grateful for
the opportunity you have given me this weekend and I

look forward to the opportunity of returning one day
as a commissioner.”

Margaret Evans – student representative from
Vancouver School of Theology said, “As a student
studying at Vancouver School of Theology, we are
taught to challenge the status quo and the norms, and
so I thank you for the opportunity to stand here to
challenge and be challenged. I remain encouraged…
and I remain comforted knowing that we will be
accompanied by the loving hand of God. I look forward
to what is to come.”

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES



The 15 young adult representatives, who have come
from across the country, performed a skit of a mock
Assembly, passing motions and making decisions,
followed by some personal reflections of General
Assembly.

“I now have a renewed sense of hope that youth have a
say in what goes on in the PCC,” said one YAR. Another
said, “GA was a great experience for us. It was a
privilege to have the opportunity to be involved.”

One YAR explained that while he was initially
unenthusiastic about attending, after meeting fellow
youth, taking part in the proceedings, and talking to
commissioners, he had changed his mind. “I know for a
fact that I would have rescheduled death itself to be
here.” The Assembly heartily applauded.

YOUNG ADULT REPRESENTATIVES

Special thanks were given to the presbyteries of
Eastern Han-Ca and Oak Ridges, Vaughan Community
Church, the Moderator, worship leaders, the organizers
and volunteers of General Assembly, and the many,

many people who helped make the 139th General
Assembly run smoothly and successfully.

The Assembly concluded with prayer.

CONCLUSION
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