
The 139th General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, held on the campus of Senenca College,
Newnham Campus, in Toronto, began with worship and reflection. This year’s Assembly is jointly hosted by the
Presbyteries of Eastern Han-Ca and Oak Ridges. The theme is “That all may be one: Many peoples, one church.”

* Excerpt from “A Service for Commissioners to the General Assembly”
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“As the commissioners of the 139th General Assembly, 
you have been sent by your presbyteries to build up the body of 

Christ as you seek to discern the mind of Christ for our church today.
Do you accept this task willingly, as a calling from God?”

“We do.”

Live streaming for General Assembly is available at www.presbyterian.ca/ga139



The Rev. Dr. John Vissers constituted the Assembly with
prayer and gave a brief reflection on his term as
Moderator. John travelled to congregations, groups and
presbyteries across the country and also participated in a
Moderator’s visit to Ghana and Malawi.

The Rev. Dr. Clyde Ervine, convenor of the Committee to
Advise with the Moderator, put forward The Rev. Dr. David
W. K. Sutherland as the nominee for Moderator. He was
duly elected.

“I’m here to help you avoid confusion in reasoning,” said
the new Moderator. “I will do my best for you.” The Rev.
Sutherland thanked the Presbytery of New Brunswick, and
the Presbytery of Newfoundland and Labrador for the
nomination, and thanked his home congregation of St.
Andrew’s in downtown St. John’s. Dr. Sutherland is the first
Moderator elected while serving in the Presbytery of
Newfoundland.

The Rev. Kathy Fraser, convenor of the Committee to
Nominate Standing Committees, presented the first
draft of the 2013-2014 committees. Commissioners
were invited to propose amendments to the draft, up
until noon on Saturday.

INSTALLATION OF THE MODERATOR

COMMITTEE TO NOMINATE
STANDING COMMITTEES

“Previous moderator found, new moderator installed. All is well at #ga139,”
tweeted Rebekah Mitchell after a brief delay before the Moderator arrived.
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There was some discussion related to the Clerks of
Assembly report and Overture No. 3, 2013. While there
were some people who spoke against the
recommendation that asked for a special committee to be
established to consider the optional elimination of synods ,
the motion was adopted. After the close of General
Assembly, the Clerks will ask each synod to name a
representative to this committee that will report to the
2014 General Assembly.

Recommendation No. 13 regarding a resource to help
integrate new congregations into The Presbyterian
Church in Canada was referred back to the Clerks of
Assembly in order for them to develop a more thorough
response while the rest of the report was carried.

CLERKS OF ASSEMBLY REPORT

Q&A @ GA

Looking for all of the recommendations? Visit the GA webpage, 
presbyterian.ca/ga139, for all the reports, overtures and recommendations. 

A two-hour session allowed commissioners the
opportunity to interact with conveners of the General
Assembly Standing Committees and National Office

staff in order to ask questions for clarification about
the various reports to be presented to the Assembly. 
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ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

ECUMENICAL/INTERNATIONAL VISITOR

COMMISSIONER’S OVERTURE

The Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations committee re-
port had two recommendations regarding shared min-
istries that were passed without discussion.

Convener, The Rev. Dr. Carol Wood, discussed the
World Council of Churches (WCC) and specifically

mentioned the upcoming 10th Assembly of the WCC,
which will take place Oct. 30 – Nov. 8 in Busan,
Republic of Korea. A short video clip promoting the
Busan event was played for the Assembly and prayers
for the 10th Assembly of the WCC were requested.

Lizzie Shumba, program
coordinator for the Soils, Food
and Healthy Communities
program in Malawi, was
introduced by Ken Kim,
director for Presbyterian World
Service & Development
(PWS&D). Ms. Shumba gave a
presentation on the work of the
program to improve the
nutrition of marginalized
children and families, improve
soil fertility, teach people how
to adapt to climate change and
improve food security. The
program is being supported by
PWS&D, the Canadian
International Development
Agency, and Canadian
Foodgrains Bank. 

Two community promoters,
Mrs. Esther Maona and Mr.
Malumbo Mithi, are also in

Canada with Ms. Shumba. They
are here as a part of a program
to provide exposure to
Malawian farmers with farming
systems in Canada.

Ms. Shumba, a member of the
Church of Central Africa,
Presbyterian, Livingstonia
Synod, explained key parts of
the program to reach out to
those in most need. She
expressed gratitude for the
ongoing support of PWS&D
and The Presbyterian Church in
Canada.

“We would like to thank you for
making it possible for
Presbyterians across Canada to
participate in the work that you
do,” said David Sutherland,
Moderator of the 139th
General Assembly.

A Commissioner’s Overture was
put before the court with a
recommendation that the
Moderator write to the President
of the World Jewish Congress,
expressing The Presbyterian
Church in Canada’s alarm about
rising anti-Semitism in Europe,

while acknowledging the courage
of the World Jewish Congress for
its decision to meet in Hungary in
order to draw world attention to
anti-Semitism.

The recommendation was
adopted by the Assembly.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada www.presbyterian.ca

Check out photos from 
GA 139 on the 

Presbyterian Record 
website:

presbyterianrecord.com


