	Day
	14th Sunday after Pentecost           August 30, 2015             Year B



	Colour
	Green

	Scripture Readings
	Song of Solomon 2:8-13 or Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 or Psalm 15; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23



	Hymns
	432 – O Lord of heaven and earth and sea

710 – What does the Lord require

756 – O Christ, our Lord, we meet here as your people

663 – God, whose giving knows no ending



	Adoration

Confession

Assurance of Forgiveness
	You alone are our help and security, 

you alone are our strength, 

and you alone will be rest and comfort.
You make 

the seasons to turn,

the sun to shine and the rain to fall,

the vines to flower and bear fruit,

and the fields and waters to bring forth good things.
To you we turn as the source of our life,

in your heights we find fulfillment,

in your depths we find wisdom and meaning.  

And so we worship you as

the creating Father, the loving and beloved Son, the guiding Holy Spirit.

Even though we look to you for fulfillment 

we turn our back on you, 

and we live and speak and think in ways that deny you 

and what we know is true.  

Hear us now as we confess to you our sin:
We confess we have tried to live apart from you, 

we have ignored our own needs and the needs of others,
we have harbored anger in ways that have caused pain and disruption,

and we have said things that were not true and that were unkind and unnecessary.

In your mercy, create in us clean hearts and restore us to right relationships with you and one another.

God is kind and gracious, 

generous and forgiving;

and makes all things new.  

Know that you are forgiven.  

Forgive one another and live in peace.



	Prayer for Understanding
	Living God,

as your word is read and heard,

help us to know you more so that we may love you more, 

and to love you better so that we may serve you better,

for your service is freedom.

Amen.



	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession (Prayers of the People)
	God of transformation: help us shape a society where all are free of the burdens of racism, violence, greed, abuse and exploitation; where all people are able to work with dignity, are rewarded fairly, and respected fully; 
Lord in your mercy.
God of dignity, help shape a society where violence is not tolerated, where the weak are protected, where the elderly are honored for their experience and children are cherished for their gifts, 
Lord in your mercy.
God of unity, help shape churches that are united in worship and devotion and bound together in a search for justice for all people.  We pray for the congregations in this city and neighborhood; let our common calling as faithful people not be hampered by the differences of our traditions.

Lord in your mercy.
God whose word created life, help us to be good caretakers of creation so that your world will be a place of wonder and prosperity.  
Lord in your mercy.
God of all times and places, we pray for our families and our friends, for those we see each day and those we have not seen for a long time; we remember before you the sick and the tired, the brokenhearted and those who mourn. 

Lord in your mercy.
God who hears the still small voice, listen now as we offer you our prayers in silence:

Hear us now as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us:
Our Father…


	Devotion from PCC Bulletins
	The heart, the tongue, and life

The word “heart” in the Bible expresses the main elements of the human: The will, and the thought, and the feelings. Solomon says: “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” God shows us love by proclaiming a wonderful plan for us and God wants us to respond to God’s voice. When we interact with the word of God, our lives will be changed.

God asks us to love and to give our hearts over to God; ”You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…”; “My child, give me your heart.“

When our hearts are filled with God’s love, our lips and tongues will praise: “My heart overflows with a goodly theme.”

تُعبِّر كلمة "قلب" في الكتاب المقدّس عن الكيان الداخلي للإنسان وعناصره الأساسية: الإرادة، والفكر، والمشاعر. يقول الحكيم: "فوق كل تحفّظ احفظ قلبك، لأن منه مخارج الحياة."
أظهر الله محبته لنا بإعلانه لنا عن شخصه وخطته الرائعة لحياتنا "أجاب حبيبي وقال..."وهو يريدنا أن نتجاوب معه "...أسمعيني صوتك" وعندما نتفاعل مع كلمة الله تتغيّر حياتنا.
أعطى الله أهمية قصوى لأن نحبه من كلّ قلوبنا، وطلب أن نعطيه إياها "أحبب الربّ إلهك من كلّ قلبك"، "ياابني أعطني قلبك."
عندما تمتلىء قلوبنا بمحبة الله تنطق شفاهنا وألسنتنا بالتسبيح له "فاض قلبي بكلام صالح." 
The Rev. Amin Mansour is minister at Almanarah, Hamilton, ON.




