	Day
	13th Sunday after Pentecost            August 23, 2015             Year B



	Colour
	Green

	Scripture Readings
	1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43 or Joshua 24:1-2a; 

Psalm 84, 14-18 or Psalm 34:15-22; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69



	Hymns
	53 – How lovely, Lord, how lovely

551 – Bread of the world

690 – Fight the good fight

571 – Lord, I want to be a Christian



	Adoration

Confession

Silence

Assurance of Forgiveness
	Almighty and everlasting One, 

our souls long for you.

And you are hidden in mystery, so other, so holy, so deeply loving.

You are peace and you are calm when we feel rushed.

You are tenderness and you are mercy when we are anxious.

You are light and you are comfort when we are confused or afraid.

You strengthen us when we feel weak, 

you guide us when we feel lost, 

you clothe us with every good thing:

and so we are moved to worship you as 

the one who created us, 

the one who redeems us, and

the one who points the way for us, 

one God, this day, and forever.

You do not desire us to live in darkness or in sinful exile, you call us to liberation through confession, so out of desire to be free we confess to you our sin.

You are full of compassion, slow to anger, and rich in mercy.

We pray that you forgive 

the wrongs we have committed against you, 

and the wrongs we have committed against 

one another; 

the evil we have done, 

and the good we have neglected to do;

the voices we have ignored,

and the words we should not have used.

Accept our repentance, 

renew our love, 

and create in us a clean heart.

Hear and believe the good news; 

in Christ we are redeemed and made new.  

Be secure in the knowledge that God loves and forgives you; have the grace to love and forgive others.

	Prayer for Understanding
	Your thoughts are not our thoughts, 

your ways are not our ways; 

guide us by your word and spirit 

so that in hearing the scriptures 

our hearts may be converted 

so that our thoughts 

and ways are greater reflections of yours.



	Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession (Prayers of the People)
	The world if filled with your goodness, O God;

nature sings in praise of you;

in gratitude we give you thanks 

for the night that is followed by the day, 

for moments of stillness and creativity, 

for time to reflect and time to work, 

for periods of hard work and of re-creation

and for the unfolding of life with all its blessings.

We thank you 

for new lives born among us, 

for new opportunities emerging, 

for new insights and discoveries, 

and for new relationships.

We pray 

for those who work 

on the seas and on the fields 

to provide for others,

for those who work at night or

while we enjoy leisure 

in order keep us safe, healthy, and comfortable 

Encourage those who lead and are given authority and power to form our laws in this country and around the world.  

Keep them alert to the temptations of their office 

and also to the power that they have 

so that they work for peace and for justice.

As we have received, free us to give.

As we have been loved, open us to love others.

As we have experienced peace, let us be channels of peace.

As we have been freed, strengthen us to work for the release of others.

As your son taught to pray, we pray together:

Our Father…



	Devotion from PCC Bulletins
	“Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere.” 
(Psalm 84:10)

What makes coming to church so special every week?  

Is it because you meet your friends?  

Is it because of the food?  

These are incentives but ultimately, what makes coming to church so special is because we come and worship God.

The psalmist yearns and even faints for the house of the Lord because of God’s mercy and love.  

Psalm 84 tells us that God is to us a sun and shield, guiding us through the dark and difficult places.  

If we walk in the path of our Lord, it is like we dwell in God’s house and we will be able to go from strength to strength.

 

 

「在你的院宇住一日，勝似在別處住千日」(詩篇84:10)

是什麼讓來教會如此特別？是與你的朋友碰面嗎？是享受愛餐嗎？這些都是吸引人的地方，不過真正讓來教會如此特別是因為我們來敬拜我們的上帝。
詩篇的詩人羨慕渴想上帝的殿宇因為上帝充滿了憐憫與慈愛。詩篇八十四篇告訴我們上帝是我們的日頭也是我們的盾牌，祂帶領我們走過黑暗與困難之地。
如果我們行走在上帝預備的道路，我們就好像住在上帝的殿宇之中，我們行走也會力上加力。
The Rev. Andy Kuo is minister at Toronto Formosan, in Toronto, ON. 



