
THE ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS OF 
 

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

OF 
 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA 
 

HELD AT TORONTO, ONTARIO 
 

JUNE 3 – JUNE 6, 2016 
 

FIRST SEDERUNT 
 
At the city of Toronto, Ontario, and within York University there, on Friday the third day of June in the year of our 
Lord two thousand and sixteen, at one o’clock in the afternoon.  
 
At which place and time, ministers, diaconal ministers and ruling elders being commissioners from the several 
presbyteries of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, convened as appointed by the General Assembly held in the city 
of Vancouver, British Columbia in its final sederunt on the eighth day of June 2015.  
 

CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY 
 
Commissioners were welcomed to the Assembly by the Moderator, the Rev. Karen R. Horst.  
 
Cantor Marshall Loomer, of Beth David Synagogue in Toronto, began a time of worship with the singing of 
Psalm 122 in Hebrew. 
 
With prayer, the Moderator constituted the General Assembly in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only King 
and Head of the Church. 
 
Dr. Alexandra Johnston led the General Assembly in an acknowledgement that the Assembly was being held on the 
traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Seneca and Mississaugas of the New Credit Indigenous Peoples. The 
acknowledgement recognized the rich, pre-European history of the territory, the territory’s significance for 
Indigenous peoples and the church’s cultural arrogance and insensitivity towards Aboriginal cultures. Through this 
acknowledgement, the Assembly reaffirmed the church’s commitment to healing and reconciliation. 
 
Led by the Moderator, the Assembly commissioners pronounced vows of commitment and service. 
 
The Assembly united voices in the singing of Worship the Lord. Following the reading of Isaiah 6:1–8 and 
1 Corinthians 3:21–4:2, the Rev. Dr. Emily Bisset, minister of Calvin Presbyterian Church, Toronto, reflected on 
what it means to be stewards of the mysteries of God. She reminded the commissioners that the work and worship of 
the Assembly are inseparably interwoven.  
 

ROLL OF ASSEMBLY 
 
The Moderator called on the Principal Clerk to present, in a printed list and subject to corrections, the names of 
those commissioned by the several presbyteries of the church. The roll of Assembly as finally established is as 
follows, with those who sent their regrets marked with an asterisk:  
 

(***To be inserted***) 
 

YOUNG ADULT REPRESENTATIVES AND STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES WELCOMED 
 
The Moderator invited the Young Adult Representatives and Student Representatives to stand and be recognized. 
The Assembly welcomed them with applause.  
 

ELECTION OF THE MODERATOR 
 
The Rev. Karen R. Horst called upon the Assembly to choose a Moderator to preside over its deliberations. She 
called on the Rev. Dr. J.P. Smit, convener of the Committee to Advise with the Moderator.  
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In accordance with the method determined by the 95th General Assembly, the committee placed in nomination the 
name of the Rev. Douglas H. Rollwage as Moderator of the 142nd General Assembly.  
 
The Rev. Karen R. Horst called for nominations from the floor. There were no further nominations. The Moderator 
then asked if the Assembly was in agreement that nominations be closed. The Assembly signified agreement.  
 
The Moderator called for a motion to elect a Moderator. 
 
S.I. Zehr moved, seconded by J.I.F. Barrett, that the Rev. Douglas H. Rollwage be declared elected as Moderator. 
Adopted.  
 
The Rev. Karen R. Horst declared the Rev. Douglas H. Rollwage elected as Moderator of the 142nd General 
Assembly.  
 
The Rev. Douglas H. Rollwage, along with S.I. Zehr and J.I.F. Barrett, withdrew in order that the new Moderator 
might be suitably robed. 
 
The Rev. Karen R. Horst spoke of a year of national and international travel. She noted how much she enjoyed 
visiting Hungary, Ukraine and Romania and witnessing the work that is happening there. She met Syrian refugees 
who were stopped at the recently closed Hungarian border. One refugee explained that, at home, it is inevitable that 
refugees will lose their lives. He was sent by his family to try to find a place to call home where their lives would 
not be threatened. Ms. Horst spoke of the many congregations she visited and remarked on the variety of ways 
Presbyterians are finding to be the church. She said, “It was an honour to be part of the closing of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in Ottawa and a joy to see a profound hope evolve. There is a sense that we really, truly 
want to commit to a new future together.” While giving thanks for a wonderful year of travel and hospitality, the 
Moderator confessed to being dubbed “The Snow Queen” because it snowed in many of the communities she 
visited, even into April. 
 

INSTALLATION OF THE MODERATOR 
 
The Rev. Douglas H. Rollwage was conducted to the chair by S.I. Zehr and J.I.F. Barrett. The Rev. Karen R. Horst 
asked the Rev. Douglas H. Rollwage the appointed questions and installed him as Moderator of the 142nd General 
Assembly.  
 

MODERATOR ADDRESSES ASSEMBLY 
 
The newly installed Moderator addressed the court. He gave thanks to the presbyteries that nominated him and those 
who elected him to the office. He thanked the mover and seconder of his nomination, noting in particular that 
Ms. Zehr is a member of Trinity, Amherstview, Ontario, where his life in the church began under the pastoral care 
and leadership of the Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris. He thankfully acknowledged the presence at the Assembly of a 
brother and sister and dear friends. Of his wife, who was also present, he said, “She is my strength, my joy and 
foundation in all of life. Thank you.” He noted his long-time friendship with the Principal Clerk and the honour of 
working beside him.  
 

COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS 
 
The Assembly called for the first report of the Committee on Business which, as printed on p. XXX, was presented 
by P.D Coutts, convener. 
 
Receive and Consider 
P.D Coutts moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted.  
 
Consent Recommendation 
P.D Coutts moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 (p. XXX-XXX) be 
adopted by consent. Adopted. 
 
Notices of Motion 
P.D Coutts presented the following notices of motion: 
 
I give notice that, at a future sederunt, I will move or cause to be moved that the terms of reference for the Ewart 
Endowment for Theological Education be reconsidered (Assembly Council Rec. No. 6, see p. XXX).  
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I give notice that, at a future sederunt, I will move or cause to be moved that the terms of reference for the Assembly 
Council be reconsidered (Assembly Council Rec. No. 13, see p. XXX). 
 
I give notice that, at a future sederunt, I will move or cause to be moved that the Constitution of the Pension Fund of 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada be reconsidered (Pension and Benefits Board Rec. No. 3, see p. XXX). 
 
I give notice that, at a future sederunt, I will move or cause to be moved that the terms of reference of the Life and 
Mission Agency be reconsidered (Life and Mission Agency, Rec. No.19, see p. XXX). 
 

(cont’d p. XXX) 
 

THE MODERATOR’S CHAPLAIN 
 
The Moderator identified the Rev. Geoffrey M. Ross as his chaplain during the Assembly. Commissioners were 
invited to submit prayer requests to Mr. Ross so that they may be included in Moderatoral prayers. 
 

COMMITTEE TO ADVISE WITH THE MODERATOR 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee to Advise with the Moderator, which as printed on p. XXX, 
was presented by J.P. Smit, convener.  
 
Receive and Consider  
J.P. Smit moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 (p. XXX) was moved by J.P. Smit duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by J.P. Smit duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by J.P. Smit duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Report as a Whole 
J.P. Smit, moved, duly seconded, that the report as a whole be adopted. Adopted. 
 

COMMISSIONER ORIENTATION 
 
The Principal Clerk led a commissioner orientation presentation. The purpose of the presentation was to help 
commissioners gain a better understanding of common procedures that often emerge during sederunts. With a 
humourous slide presentation, S. Kendall affirmed that a very important task of commissioners at the Assembly is to 
discern, prayerfully, the mind of Christ for the church.  
 

REPORT BRIEFING PANEL 1 
 
R.H. Smith, Assembly Council convener; D.G.A. Muir, Deputy Clerk of the General Assembly; J.C. Bigelow, 
Pension and Benefits Board convener, were called forward to provide briefings and answer questions for 
clarification related to reports to be presented later in the Assembly.  
 

LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY 
 COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND RECEPTION 

 
The Assembly called for the first report of the Life and Mission Agency which, as printed on p. XXX, was presented 
by W. Paterson, convener. 
 
L. Scholey moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
H.J. Malnick, convener, was called forward. She introduced the report of the Committee on Education and 
Reception (p. XXX), drew attention to its recommendations and asked the commissioners to address enquiries or 
discussion to Ministry and Church Vocations Associate Secretary, S. Shaffer, or herself.  
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
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INTRODUCTION OF INTERNATIONAL GUESTS 
 
The Moderator welcomed Bishop Béla Kató and the Rev. Kiss Tibor of the Transylvanian Reformed Church in 
Romania as guests of this Assembly. They were received with applause. 
 

COMMITTEE TO NOMINATE STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Committee to Nominate Standing Committees which, as printed on 
p. XXX, was presented by E.M.I. MacLean, convener. 
 
Receive and Consider 
W.W. Hong, moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted. 
 
E.M.I. MacLean explained that proposed changes to the committee’s report as printed, must be given in writing, 
over the signature of any two commissioners, to herself as convener or to Ms. Terrie-Lee Hamilton at the General 
Assembly Office, by Saturday, June 4th at noon. 
 

 (cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ASSEMBLY COUNCIL 
 
The Assembly called for the report of the Assembly Council which, as printed on p. XXX-XXX, was presented by 
R.H. Smith, convener.  
 
Receive and Consider  
L. McKinnon moved, duly seconded, that the report be received and considered. Adopted.  
 
Proposed consent recommendations were placed before the Assembly. Commissioners requested that 
Recommendation Nos. 6 and 21 be withdrawn from the consent recommendations. 
 
Consent Recommendation  
L. McKinnon moved, duly seconded, that Recommendation No. 4 (p. XXX), No. 5 (p. XXX), No. 15 (p. XXX), 
No. 16 (p. XXX), No. 17 (p. XXX) and No. 23 (p. XXX) be adopted by consent. Adopted.  
 
Minute of Appreciation: Mr. Stephen Roche 
A minute of appreciation for Mr. Stephen Roche, recognizing his retirement as the denomination’s Chief Financial 
Officer and Treasurer, was read to the Assembly. 
 
Recommendation No. 1 (p. XXX) was moved by L. McKinnon, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
The Moderator invited Mr. Roche forward to receive the thanks of the court. He was accompanied by his wife, 
Fiona, son Matthew, daughter-in-law Gia and grandson Max.  
 
Mr. Roche said, “One abiding memory of this job will undoubtedly be the abilities and skill sets that Presbyterians 
across the country posses. I had the privilege of working with them from coast to coast. As much as I advised them, 
they advised me. I don’t think there is any problem that we can’t, with God’s help, overcome.” Mr. Roche thanked 
his colleagues at Wynford Drive. He concluded, “It has been a privilege to serve in this corner of the vineyard.” 
 
Appointment of Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer: Mr. Oliver Ng 
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by L.D. MacKinnon, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
Mr. Oliver Ng, the newly elected Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, was 
introduced to the Assembly. The Assembly welcomed him with applause. 
 
He said, “I thank God for giving me this opportunity. I am grateful to be used by God to do this. I thank the 
commissioners for placing their trust in me. It is an honour to take on this roll. I will do it with the best of my ability. 
I thank Stephen Kendall and Ian Ross-McDonald for welcoming me to the national office and Stephen Roche for 
mentoring me. I cannot do this job alone. I need your prayer support. I want to be a good steward of what God calls 
me to do.” 
 

 (cont’d on p. XXX)  



142nd General Assembly, 1st Sederunt – Friday Afternoon, June 3, 2016 (cont’d)  Page 5 

LIFE AND MISSION AGENCY COMMITTEE (con’t from p. XXX) 
 
Program Support and Administration  
 
Minute of Appreciation: The Rev. Dr. Herbert F. Gale 
W. Patterson read a minute of appreciation for the Rev. Dr. Herb Gale, marking his retirement as the Associate 
Secretary of Planned Giving within the Life and Mission Agency.  
 
Recommendation No. 2 (p. XXX) was moved by L. Scholey, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
The Moderator invited Dr. Herb Gale forward and thanked him for his service to the church.  
 
Mr. Gale said, “I am grateful to share the stage with my wife, Shirley, as we have shared our lives together in 
ministry. I really miss the folks at church offices. I miss all the congregations I visited. I don’t miss the commute 
from Guelph to Wynford Drive, but I miss the contacts.” Mr. Gale noted that he will continue to carry out contract 
work for the denomination and will serve as minister of Stewardship and Generosity at Knox, Guelph, Ontario. He 
said, “I am more and more convinced that gifts God’s people give to the church can create hope and new beginnings 
for congregations. Gifts can be transformative for generations to come. As I leave the office of Associate Secretary 
for Planned Giving, I hope the legacy of hope will continue.” He concluded by reading Jeremiah 29:11. 
 
International Ministries (p. XXX-XXX) 
 
Minute of Appreciation: Mr. Brian Johnston 
G. Williams read a minute of appreciation for Mr. Brian Johnston, marking his retirement from service as an English 
teacher and Music and Choir Leader at the Protestant Theological Seminary of the Reformed Church in 
Transylvania, Romania.  
 
Recommendation No. 3 (p. XXX) was moved by L. Scholey, duly seconded. Adopted. 
 
The Moderator invited Mr. Johnston to come forward to receive the thanks of the Assembly.  
 
Mr. Johnston said, “How can I can I keep from singing? It has been a wonderful journey. I thank my pastors, Brooke 
and Linda Ashfield, and the congregation of Knox Church, Waterloo, Ontario, who supported me throughout my 
service. I’d like to thank you, Presbyterians, who support so many people in the world, like myself. We can’t do this 
work without you. Thank you so much, for all.  
 

(cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

REPORT BRIEFING PANEL 2  
 
I.A. Ross-McDonald, Life and Mission Agency General Secretary (Program Support and Administration); 
J. de Combe, Canadian Ministries Associate Secretary (LMA); K. Plater, Stewardship and Planned Giving Associate 
Secretary (LMA), were called forward to provide briefings and answer questions for clarification related to reports 
that would be presented later in the Assembly. 
 

RECORDS OF ASSEMBLY, SYNODS AND ASSEMBLY COUNCIL 
 
The Assembly called for the minutes of the 141st General Assembly, the several synods and the Assembly Council, 
that they might be placed in the hands of such committees as may be appointed to examine them. The Principal 
Clerk announced that the minutes and records were present for examination by the Committee to Examine Records 
and will be considered by the General Assembly following examination.  
 

 (cont’d on p. XXX) 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Announcements having been made, the Moderator adjourned the Assembly with prayer, to meet at York University, 
Toronto, Ontario, on Friday, June third, two thousand and sixteen, at 7:30 thirty o’clock in the evening for worship 
and on Saturday, June fourth, two thousand and sixteen, at 8:30 o’clock in the morning, of which public intimation 
was given.  
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WORSHIP 
 
A service of worship was held in the Tait McKenzie Centre, York University, Toronto, Ontario, on Friday, June 
third, two thousand and sixteen at 7:30 p.m.  
 
The Rev. Karen R. Horst acknowledged the presence of previous Moderators of General Assemblies: the Rev. 
Stephen C. Farris (2014) and Ms. Patty Farris; the Rev. Dr. John A. Vissers (2012) and Ms. Lynn Vissers; the Rev. 
H.D. Rick Horst (2011); the Rev. Dr. Herbert F. Gale (2010) and the Rev. Dr. Shirley J. Gale; the Rev. Dr. 
Cheol Soon Park (2008); the Rev. Dr. H. Glen Davis (2000); the Rev. Dr. Alan M. McPherson (1995); the Rev. Dr. 
George Vais (1994) and Ms. Faith Vais as well as the current Moderator, the Rev. Douglas Rollwage and Ms. Dana 
Rollwage (2016).  
 
The service was based on the Assembly theme “Stewards of the Mysteries of God” (1 Corinthians 4:1). The 
Celebrant was the Rev. W. Alex Bisset, minister of Riverdale and Westminster pastoral charge, Clerk of the 
Presbytery of East Toronto and Co-Convener of the Local Arrangements Committee. The Rev. Karen R. Horst, 
Moderator of the 141st General Assembly, preached the sermon which celebrated the majestic mystery of the creator 
God and the humbling mystery of a sovereign God’s choosing to call flawed humanity to be cooperators in God’s 
plan that unfolds as God wills. Mr. Michael Reid, Moderator of the Presbytery of East Toronto, with the assistance 
of several others, led in the reading of scripture (1 Corinthians 13, Psalm 104, Exodus 3:1–15) and prayer. Musical 
leadership was provided by the combined voices of Presbyterians from several churches under the leadership of 
Mr. Lenard Whiting of Trinity Church, Toronto. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was celebrated.  
 
 
 
 


