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The Presbyterian Church in Canada

 {13th Sunday after Pentecost – September 3, 2017- Year A}

Colour – Green
Scripture Readings 

Exodus 3:1-15;

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b;

Romans 12:9-21;
Matthew 16:21-28

Hymns

307 – God of the sparrow, God of the whale

24 – I waited; I waited on you, Lord

393 – I’m not ashamed to own my Lord

326 – Give to the winds thy fears

We Approach God
Call to Worship

Give thanks to God and tell of God’s gifts.

We will sing praises for all the God has done.

Let your hearts be joyful!
We seek God’s presence continually.

Call to mind God’s wonderful works.

We will always remember the blessings of God.

Prayers of Adoration and Confession
Deep is our desire for what is true and enduring.

Deep is our need to see clearly.

Deep is our longing for you, O God.

For you are the way and the truth and the life.
You were, are, and shall be.

You are the root of love,

the fountain of knowledge,

the source of wisdom,

the path of right living.

You are the beginning and end of all things.
And yet, although you satisfy our deepest desires, we confess that we have often turned elsewhere.

We have sought meaning in shallow places.

We have clung to old hurts and familiar habits.

We have nursed anger and envy.

We have been joyless and self-absorbed. 

We have turned our backs on those in need.

Forgive what we have been, and guide us toward what we may become.
Assurance of Pardon

Hear and believe the good news: the old life is gone; the new life has come. Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.  

We Listen to God’s Word

Prayer for Understanding

You teach us with your love, you touch us with your mercy and you challenge us with your truth. Help us to understand the depth of your Word. Lead us to encounter you again through the reading of Scripture. Amen 

We Respond to God

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

O God, you call us to live in peace and harmony with you and one another. Hear our prayers for the world and for your people.

Give us clear vision so that we might see the wrongs that need to righted. Where we see injustice, may we stand up for the rights of others. Where we see suffering, may we be agents of healing. Where we see strife, may we bring peace. Let us always perceive your image in others and let others see your loving presence in us.

We remember now those who rejoice and those who mourn; those who bear heavy burdens; those worn down by busyness, and those who are searching for meaning. We remember those who are hungry, both for food, and for human companionship. Awaken us to the needs of those around us and prompt us to do what we can in your name to lift the burdens of others. 

And now we pray together, using the words that Jesus taught:

Our Father…
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