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{ Weekly Worship Planner }

A Liturgy to Celebrate Earth Day (with Communion)
Written by the Rev. Kristine O’Brien

Call to Worship
Feel the earth beneath your feet…
In this moment we are invited 
to worship the One who created us to be 
deeply rooted in the world.

Look up into the sky…
In this moment we are invited 
to worship the One whose possibilities for redemption 
are endless.

Listen to the sound of the birds…
Together let us worship 
the One who is already at work among us 
in mystery and in joy. 
Let us worship God!   

Opening Prayer
God created everything and called it good: earth, sky, water, and us. 
As we connect to the creation that God made, we remember that we inhabit physical bodies and this afternoon I invite you to pray with yours:  

With hands raised high, 
we are grateful for this world and receive it as God’s gift to us.

With hands on our chest, 
We feel our heart beat and give thanks for life in all its fullness.

With our palms up, 
we come to God in humility 
and take our place among all of God’s creatures. 

With hands falling loosely at our sides, 
we relax. 
We rest in the knowledge that we are God’s beloved 
and we can trust our whole lives and our whole world 
to God’s redeeming power. 

We join hands with another person, 
and we acknowledge our need for one another 
and our responsibility to care for God’s creation together.

We release our hands 
and we let go of all that prevents us from being good stewards 
of this world: pride, greed, blindness, selfishness.   

We take a deep breath and let our faith inhabit our bodies, 
giving God our thanks and praise. Amen.

Scripture: 
Psalm 19
John 20:24-29

Question for reflection (in partners or groups) 
It is easy to be hopeless and doubt the possibility of redemption for this earth. Describe one sign of resurrection that you have seen, heard or felt. 
 
Suggested Prayer 
“Blessing of The Land” from The Book of Common Prayer for Ordinary Radicals 
http://commonprayer.net/occasional-prayers/blessing-of-the-land-at-planting-or-harvest 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
We gather now to remember,  
to celebrate,
to be nourished,
and to be strengthened in faith. 

Communion Prayer
We worship you, O God, 
who made all of creation in beauty and mystery.
We worship you, Jesus Christ, 
who showed us what it means to love deeply and fully.
We worship you, Holy Spirit, 
who fills us with awe, gratitude and inspiration. 
As we come to this moment of feasting together 
we cannot eat and drink while forgetting those in need, 
those in trouble, those feeling troubled, and those seeking justice. 
Here, so close to creation, 
we cannot forget the very real brokenness in the world. 
We grieve for the damage inflicted by our greed, 
for the suffering of all creatures caused by carelessness and inattention, and for what feels like a long uphill climb 
toward wholeness and justice. 
Come, Lord Jesus, 
into this moment, this community, this world. 
Bring renewal and redemption; 
bring justice and joy, all in your holy timing. Amen.

Sharing the Bread and Cup
The Lord Jesus, on the night before he died,
took bread, and after giving thanks to God, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me”.

In the same way he took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood.
Whenever you drink it, do it in remembrance of me”.
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. (The bread and wine are shared)

Prayer after Communion
Lord, you have shared with us the cup of salvation and
you fed us with the bread of life. 
May this mysterious moment,
and all of the sacred moments throughout the week,
Give us courage, patience, endurance and passion
So that we are ready to seek justice for our world
Through the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Blessing (Traditional)
May the road rise to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
May the rains fall soft upon your fields, 
And, until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of His hand.
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